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80 TOAUHA O BOMBAPJOBAHA BEOIPALA
U HAPOOHE BUB/IMOTEKE

[MonyT 0XHW/bKa U3 AEeTHHCTBA, CTOje ocTauu cpyweHe HapoaHe dubnunoteke Ha KocanunheBom BeHuy y beo-
rpagy. Hekvma je NnoAceTHUK, HeKMMa Tpayma, a jeAHOM Aeny NoceTunala CaMo MUCTepUO3aH dener Ha vy
Hale NpecToHMLe KOju BEYHO OTBapa MUTata 0 OPOjHUM TajHama Koje YyBa MCTOpHja Halle 3emsbe. 3rapuLuTe
Ha Kocanuuhy je cumdon cTpaaata, anu W jefaH ol HajBaXKHUjUX CMMDONA y3aM3atba U ONCTaHKa KYyAType Ha
OBWM MPOCTOPUMA.

M3nosxkba ,80 roamHa on bomdapaosamwa beorpaga v Hapoaxe dubnvotexke” obyxsata naHoe NOCTaB/bEHE Ha
Orpaju Koja OKpYyXyje ocTaTke cnasbeHe W cpyweHe 3rpage HapoaHe dbubnunoteke Ha KocaHunheBom BeHLy.
Osa 13noxba, nopen obenexasarba MOMEHTA CTpadata U cehara Ha HajBehy 10Mauy KhWra y HOBMjoj UCTO-
PWjU €BPOMCKOT KOHTUHEHTA, UMa 3a UW/b [1a UCTAKHE OBaj flokanuTeT Ha KocaHunheBom BeHuy W 0baBecTu
CBAKOT MPOMA3HKUKA O UCTOPHjH W 3HAYAjy OBOT MUCTEPHUO3HOT U MHTPUTAHTHOT MECTa.

Ha nanovrma cy npukasaHe cauvke gena uctopuje KocaHunhesor BeHua y Be3u ca 3rpagom HapoaHe dudauo-
TeKe U hEeHUM YHULWTaBarem y bombapaosamwy 6. anpuna 1941. rogune.

M3noxba 3anountbe NaHOOM Ha KOME je NpuKasaHa ckuua apxutekte bpanka TaHasesuha. Y nuTamy je 3rpa-
A3 KapTOHa)e WHAycTpyjanua Munana Bane. OBy 3rpaay je Ha MHUUKjATUBY rNaBHOr bubanoTekapa HapoaHe
bubnunoteke rocnoauHa JosaHa H. Tomuha, oa 6. anpuna 1921. roguHe, TaYHO ABAAECET roguHa npe dom-
DapaoBama M yHWLITEHA 3rpaje, OTKynuaa Ap»aBa kako dbu HapoaHa bubnvoTtexka no npsu nyT y UCTOPHjH
A00uNa CBOj TpajHKU CMewWTaj. 3rpaAa je OTKYM/beHa 0 TaJalWer BNAaCHWKA, @ HAKOH ajanTaluje yCe/beHa
J€ M 0TBOpEHA 3a jaBHOCT 1925. roauHe. [poyere 3rpaje Koje je NpuKa3aHo Ha 0BOj apXUTEKTOHCKO) CKULM
opuvjeHT1caHo je npema KocaHunheBom BeHUy, a Ayrayko KpWno 3rpage je okpeHyto npema CpedpeHuukoj
yauuu. Y npusemsby y CpeauHy J0AaT je YeTBPTacTH NOPTHK Ca YABOJEHUM TOCKAHCKMM CTYDOBHMMA KOjH Cy
Hocunu Tepacy. ®acaaHa nnactvka duna je oboraheHa KNaCMUMCTUYKUM MOTHBUMA W (DNOPaNHOM Jlekopa-
LUMjoM. MepmepHe CTeNeH1LE BOAUNE Cy OA YIHLE A0 Yna3a y 3rpaay v LEHTPASHE NPOCTOPHjE€ HAMEHEHE Ka-
Tanory dubnuoteke, UUTAaOHHULM K CNyKDEHUM NpocTopujama. budnuoteka je duna onpemmbeHa enekTpUUHUM
OCBET/bEHEM, LWITO jOj je omoryhaBano paj vy BEYUEpPHHUM CaTUMaA.



Y HacTaBKy, Ha NaHOMMa Cy npuKkasaHe gotorpaduje HapoaHe dubnroTeke, Kao U yHYTPALWHOCT YUTAOHHLE,
Kojy je 3abenexuo potorpad Ceeto3ap Ipanjan 1932. roaune. [Nopen moae TOr BpemeHa, Ha hotorpadujama
MOXXeMo BHAETH aTMocdepy uuTaoHuue, ypeherwe 1 Mobunujap koju je DMo Ha pacnonaratkby KOPUCHULMMA.

Y oksupy doHaa Myseja rpana beorpana Hanasu ce anbym ca otorpadujama koje je u3paauno ®oto-oaesere
KomaHge 4. Hemauke BasayxonnosHe dnote y majy 1941. ronuHe. Jeana og dotorpaduja koja je npukasaHa y
OKBHpY OBe M3n10xde npukasyje beorpaa v3 Basayxa, Aeo oa Kanemergana Ao bpaxkose ynuue ca Jophonom
y no3aauHu. OBae ce jacHo BUAM W KocaHuuheB BeHal, Kao W 3uauHe u3ropene HapoaHe dubnuoteke koje cy u
Jasbe cTajane.

Y3 70, Ha U3N10KOHM je npuKasaH W naHo ca doTto-nnaHom beorpaaa y pasmepwu 1:10.000, Koju je Hanpas/beH
7. anpuna 1941. roauHe v Ha KOMe Cy 0DenexeHrn CBM 3HaYajHUj1 BOjHU LIM/BEBH W MOTOLM.

Cam KocaHuuhes BeHau dombapaoBaH je y Tpehem Ba3gywHOM Hanaay, Koju ce oaurpao oko 15 yacosa,
Kaaa je noroheHo u 3nare HapoaHe dudbnuoteke. OHO je rahaHo 3anabMBUM Domdama. NpojekTuaun cy dunu
TeKMHEe Of MO jeAaH Kunorpam, AumMeHsuja 25 x 5 ueHtumertapa de3 pena 3a ctabunusauujy. 3a pasnuky o
KNACUUYHE rpaHaTe, OBaj MPOjeKTHUI HEMA €KCMA03KWBHO AejcTBO. [TpUAMKOM yaapa ynamay akTUBUPA Naberbe
CMece yHyTap npojektuna, cteapajyhu temnepatypy oa 2.500 ctenenu Llensunjyca. Komaau npojektuna ce
pacnpckaeajy Ha YAa/bEHOCTH Of jeHOT O ABAa METPaA, 3axBaTajyhu cBakuW 3anasbuBu maTepujan. [alere ce
BPLIM UCK/bYUYMBO NECKOM, jep DM CBaKKM KOHTAKT Ca BOJOM [JONPUHEOD pa3opHOj Mohy bomde v pa3dbykTaBamwy
noxapa.

JenHo on Tymauyewa pasnora 3a bombapaosawe 3rpase HapoaHe dudnuorteke 3acHMBA Ce Ha M3jaBH reHe-
pan-nyKoBHWKA HEMAUKe aBujauuje Anexkcangpa Jlepa, Koju je, npema nofauuma ca UHUUWJANTHOT UCMUTH-
Batba Npes opuuUMpUMa JyrocNoBEHCKE apMHje, MPUAMKOM Xanwwera y 0nrM3nHu 3arpeda 1945. roagmHe pekao
Aa My je X1Tnep IMuHo u3nao Hapehewe aa ce beorpan paspywu, uctakasluin HapoaHy dubavoteky Kao unm
KOJU HWJE BOJHO MHTEPECAHTAH, AW MPELCTAB/ba K/bYUHY TAaUKy Ky/NTYPHOT MAEHTUTETA HALLEr Hapoaa.

Mpema nogauuma on 7. oktodbpa 1942. roauHe 13 KonadbopaunoHucTrukor nucta OdHo8a, MUHHUCTAPCTBO
npocBeTe je TOr JaHa 00jaBMIO CBOjy OANYKY O pyllewy u3ropene 3rpage Hapoane dubnauvotexke Ha Kocah-
unheBoM BeHLy. Y TeKkcTy ce HaBoau Aa he caB rpah)eBUHCKK MaTepujan Koju NpeocTaHe HakoH pylleta OUTH
npoaar nyTem jaBHe nuuuTauuje. M3 oBor M3Bopa BUAWMO KaAa j€ TAYHO 3rpaja CpPyLWEHa M KakBa je HheHa
cynduna duna og bombapaosara 3anamuBrm bomdama A0 pyllera NPeocTanrx 3uAUHA.

Y HepgocTatky pOTO-MaTepujana, 3HayajHO CBEOYAHCTBO O CTawy 3rpaae HapoaHe dudnuoreke HakoH bomdap-
[0Batba je U ciMka AHTOHA XyTepa, y/be Ha MAaTHy Koje ce YyBa y IMKoBHOj 30upun HapoaHe budnnoteke Cpbuje.









OBo nnaTHo npukasyje 3rpagy Hapoany bubnuoteke, 13 Bu3ype Kocanumhesor BeHua, Koja je yHULWTEHA Of Mo-
xwapa. Ocrane cdotorpacduje v matepujany npukasyjy atmocdepy KocaHumheBor BeHua, 1€N0Ty apxXUTeKType u
XapMOHHU]jy TOr Kpaja rpaaa, Kojy U aHaC MOXEMO OCETUTHU Ha TUM yauuama. OHe oauuly cneuMdryHUM MUPOM
KOjH j& Kao CTBOPEH 3a MHUCAHY PeY, KOHTEMNNALM]Y, CatbaPEHE U U3MELLTARE Y HEKW NapaneHu CBET, MUMO CBa-
KOAHEBULIE.

Nanac ce Hapoanna dudnunoteka Cpduje Tpyaun Aa cBOjUM cagpxajuma oxuBu KocaHunhes BeHau. Oppxa-
Bakem nporpama kao wro je ,lMucau y dudnuoteum, Beuepu Ha KocaHuwhy” goBoau ce nydnvka Ha cam
NIOKANUTET, TAE UMa MPHUKKE [a CTaHe Ha NIoYyulle HekaaalwbKix NpocTopuja 3rpase HapoaHe bubnaunoteke v
C/lyLla HaLle KhHWXEBHE W pyre CTBapaoLe.

OBaj nporpam v 0Ba W“3n0xba npeacTas/bajy U CTaaHe NOACETHWKE HA HEKA AABHA BPEMEHA, Kaja Cy Ce no-
CTaB/baNu TEMEBM, @ YjEAHO YKa3yjy Ha UCTPAjHOCT W OMCTAaHAK KyNType jeAHOr Hapoda 0e3 0d3upa Ha cee
“3a3ose. Bosba pagHMKa y KyATypH, bHUX0Ba NOCBENEHOCT M KPEaTUBHOCT NpaBe Ty 3HAaYajHy pas3MKy Koja 0BO
omoryhyje, u3aBajajyhu b1MX0BY MUCHJY O CBUX OCTA/IHX.

A MHcHja je ype3aHa y kameHy. CumbonuuHo, 6. anpuna 1973. roauHe, oTBOpeHa je HoBa 3rpaaa Hapoaxe
oundnuoteke Cpduje Ha Bpauapckom nnatoy. Y UeHTpY 3rpaje Hanasu ce ckyantypa Bajapke Jluauje Muwuh
noj HasWBom ,lnameHu UBeT", Koja rOBOPH ynNpaBo 0 (PeHUKCOBCKOj MPUPOAM HALLEr HapoAa WU KyNnType, Kojy
OpHx/BMBO UyBajy bubanoTekapw.

6. anpun 2021.

Lywan 3nokonuua

McTopuuap yMeTHOCTH
YpeaHuk KyntypHux nporpama, Hapoaxa dudnuortexka Cpouje






80 YEARS SINCE THE BOMBING OF BELGRADE
AND OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY

Like a scar from the childhood, there stand the remains of the destroyed National Library in Kosancicev
venac in Belgrade. Some see it as a reminder, some as a trauma, and a number of visitors just as a myste-
rious mark on the face of our capital which raises the question of numerous secrets kept by the history of
our country. The wreckage in Kosancicev venac is a symbol of suffering, but also one of the most important
symbols of the revival and survival of culture in this area.

The exhibition “80 Years Since the Bombing of Belgrade and of the National Library” includes the boards
placed on the fence that is surrounding the remains of the burned and destroyed building of the National
Library in Kosancic¢ev venac. Apart from marking the moment of the destruction and the memory of the
biggest book burning in the recent history of Europe, the exhibition is supposed to point out the locality
in Kosanci¢ev venac and inform each passerby of the history and significance of this mysterious and in-
triguing place.

On the boards there are images of a part of the history of Kosancicev venac concerning the building of the
National Library and its destruction during the bombardment on 6th April 1941.

The exhibition starts with a board on which there is Branko Tanazevi¢'s design of the building of Milan Va-
pa's cardboard factory. On the initiative of the Librarian of the National Library Mr. Jovan N. Tomi¢, of 6th
April 1921, exactly twenty years before the bombardment and the destruction of the Library, the building
was purchased by the state so that the National Library should have its permanent premises for the first
time ever. The building was bought from the then owner, and after it had been adapted, it was equipped
and opened for the public, in 1925. The front of the building, which can be seen on this architectural draw-
ing, faces Kosancicev venac, while the long wing of the building faces Srebrenicka street. On the ground
floor in the middle, a square portico was added, with double Tuscan columns that supported the terrace.
The facade was enriched with classicistic motifs and floral decoration. The marble stairs led from the street
to the entrance into the building and the central space intended for the library’s catalogue, reading room
and official rooms. The building was equipped with electric lights, which made it possible for it to work in
the evening, too.
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On the following boards there are photographs of the National Library, as well as of the inside of the read-
ing room, taken by the photographer Svetozar Grdijan. Beside the fashion of that time, the photographs
also reveal the atmosphere of the reading room and the arrangement of the furniture available to its users.

As part of the Museum of the City of Belgrade holdings, there is an album of photographs taken by the
Photo Department of the Headquarters of the German Air Fleet 4 in May 1941. On one of the photographs
displayed at this exhibition, Belgrade can be seen from the air — part from Kalemegdan to Brankova street,
with Dorcol in the background. Kosancicev venac can also be clearly seen there, together with the remains
of the burned National Library.

There is also a board with a 1:10.000 scale photo map of Belgrade at the exhibition, which was made on
7th April 1941 and on which there are all important military targets and hits.

Kosancic¢ev venac was bombed in the third air attack, which took place around 3 pm, when the building of
the National Library was hit with fire bombs. They weighed 1 kg each, with dimensions of 25 x 5 cm, not
counting the stabilization tail. In contrast to a conventional shell, this missile does not explode. When it
hits the ground, the detonator activates the ignition of the mixture inside the bomb, raising the tempera-
ture to 2.500 degrees Centigrade. Pieces of the missile are thrown one or two metres around, causing each
flammable material to burn. The fire can be extinguished only with sand, since water contributes to the
bomb’s destructive power and the blazing up of the flame.

One of the explanations for the bombing of the National Library is based upon the statement of colonel
general of the German air force Alexander Lohr, who, according to the data from the initial investigation
before the officers of the Yugoslav Army, on the occasion of his arrest near Zagreb in 1945 said that Hitler
personally had ordered him to destroy Belgrade, pointing out the National Library as a target, not interest-
ing in the military sense, but crucial regarding our people’s cultural identity.

According to the data from the collaborationist newspaper Renewal of 7th October 1942, the Ministry
of Education issued on that day its decision about the demolition of the burned building of the National
Library in Kosanci¢ev venac. We can see from the text that the entire construction material remaining
after the demolition is to be sold at public auction. The same source informs us when exactly the build-
ing was torn down and what its destiny had been from the bombing with fire bombs till the destruction
of its remains.

Because of a lack of photographs, the oil painting by Anton Huter which is part of the National Library
of Serbia’s collection of paintings is an important evidence on the condition of the National Library after
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the bombardment. The painting shows the burned National Library as seen from Kosanci¢ev venac. Other
photographs and materials show the atmosphere of Kosancicev venac, the beauty of the architecture and
the harmony of that part of the city, which can even nowadays be felt in these streets. They resonate with
specific peace which seems to be made for writing and reading, contemplation, daydreaming and escaping
to some parallel world, far from everyday life.

Today the National Library of Serbia is trying to revive Kosanci¢ev venac with its contents. Programmes like
“Writers in the Library, Evenings in Kosanc¢i¢” bring the public to that locality, who have the opportunity to
step onto the tiles of the former rooms of the National Library and listen to our writers and other artists.

This program and this exhibition are also permanent reminders of some previous times, when foundations
were laid; at the same time they point to persistence and survival of the culture of one people regardless
of all challenges. The will of the cultural workers, their dedication and creativity make this possible, distin-
guishing their mission from all the others.

And the mission has been carved in stone. Symbolically, on 6th April 1973 the new building of the National
Library of Serbia was opened on the Vracar plateau. In the central part of the building there is a sculpture
by Lidija Misi¢ called “The Fire Flower”, which speaks exactly of the Phoenix nature of our people and cul-
ture, carefully protected by librarians.

6™ April 2021

Dusan Zlokolica

Art historian
Editor of Cultural Programmes, National Library of Serbia
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HUcTopujcku apxus beorpana — ®oHa 6poj 6.

Historical Archives of Belgrade — Holdings num. 6.
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WUctopujckun apxus beorpaga — ®oHg dpoj 6.

Historical Archives of Belgrade — Holdings num. 6.
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Yutaonuua HapogHe dubnuorexe

Ha Kocanuvhesom BeHuy, mapT 1932.
roauvue, aytop dotorpaduje
Ceeto3ap 'paujan

(®oHa Myseja rpaaa beorpana).

The reading room of the National Library
in Kosancic¢ev venac, March 1932,
photograph taken by

Svetozar Grdijan

(Museum of the City of Belgrade holdings).










[nasHW dbubnuotekap Hapoare bubnuoreke

rocnoauH Josan Tomuh pasrnena spahene kwure u3 Coduje,
1922. roauHa (Opemerse nocedHux hoHa0Ba,

HapoaHa bubnuoteka Cpbuje).

Librarian of the National Library

Mr Jovan Tomi¢ inspects the books returned from Sofia, 1922
(Special Collections Department,

National Library of Serbia).



®ong HapoaHe dubnuoteke (Oaemere nocedbHux GoraoBa,
Hapoana bubnuoteka Cpbuje).

The holdings of the National Library (Special Collections Department,
National Library of Serbia).
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MarauuH HapogHe dudnuorexe
(Onemere nocedbHux ongosa, HapoaHa dnbnuortexa Cpouje).

The depot of the National Library
(Special Collections Department, National Library of Serbia).
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MarauvH HapoaHe dubnuotexe
(Onemnene nocedbHux dongosa, HapoaHa dubnuotexa Cpbuje).

The depot of the National Library
(Special Collections Department, National Library of Serbia).
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Yutaonuua HapoaHe dubnuoteke, maj 1929. roavHe
(Opemere nocedbHux doHaoBa, HapoaHa dudnunoteka Cpbuje).

The reading room of the National Library, May 1929
(Special Collections Department, National Library of Serbia).
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®otorpadwja beorpaaa 13 Ba3ayxa, Hactana HakoH
bombappnosara 6. anpuna 1941. roaune,

U3 doTto-andyma Koju je uzpaanno OoTo-omebere
KomaHpae 4. Hemauke BasayliHe doTe y majy

1941. roauHe; dotorpacuja odyxsata A€o o
KanemeraaHa npeko Kocanuruhesor BeHua 10 MOCTa
Kpama Anekcanapa v bpankose ynuue ca Jophonom
y no3aaviu (Oona Myseja rpaga beorpaaa).

Photograph of Belgrade from the air, taken after the
bombardment on 6th April 1941, from the photo album
of the Photo Department of the Headquarters of the
German Air Fleet 4 in May 1941; the photograph shows
the part from Kalemegdan via Kosancicev venac to the
Bridge of King Aleksandar and Brankova street, with
Dor¢ol in the background

(Museum of the City of Belgrade holdings).










KocaHuuhes BeHay oko 1930. rogute,
ayTop cdotorpaduje Jepemuja Ctanojesuh
(®oHp Myseja rpana beorpana).

Kosanci¢ev venac around 1930, photograph

taken by Jeremija Stanojevi¢
(Museum of the City of Belgrade holdings).
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Ha Kocanunhesom BeHuy d6poj 12—16, Ha mecTy kyhe Munuje Mapkosrha Pacnona, Hanasuna ce 3rpaja Kap-
TOHaxke MunaHa Bane, carpaheHa y ayxy Heoknacuuusma. OBa 3rpaaa je oTKyn/beHa oA TaAallker BNacHUKA
1921. roavHe, a HAKOH aaanTauuje yCe/beHa je U OTBOPEHA 3a jaBHOCT 1925. roauHe.

Mo npojexty apxuTekte bpaHka TaHa3eBWha 3rpaja je agantupaHa 3a notpedbe HapoaHe budnuoteke. lNpo-
yesbe 3rpaje je opujeHTMcaHo npema KocaHunheBom BeHLy, 1yrauko Kpuao 3rpaje je okpeHyTto npema Cpe-
OpeHHUKOj ynuuu. Y npusemsby y CpeAUHU A0AAT je YETBPTACTHM NOPTHUK Ca YABOjEHUM TOCKAHCKMM CTyDOBHMMA
KOju cy Hocunu Tepacy. MacagHa nnacTvka duna je oboraheHa KNaCMUMCTUYKMM MOTHBHMMA W (h1OpanHOM
AeKopauljoM. MepmepHe cTeneHuue BOAWNE Cy 04 yAWLE A0 ynasa y 3rpagy W LeHTpaaHe npocTopuje Ha-
MEHEHE KaTanory dudnuorteke, YATAOHUUM W CNyxDeHUM npoctopujama. budnuoteka je duna onpemsbeHa
eNeKTPUYHUM OCBET/bEHEM, LUTO joj je oMoryhaBano paj vy Beyeprwrm caTima.

At Kosancicev venac 12—16, where the house of Milija Markovi¢ Raspop was, there had been the building
of Milan Vapa's cardboard factory, constructed in the spirit of neoclassicism. The building was bought
from the then owner in 1921, and after it had been adapted, it was equipped and opened for the public,
in 1925.

The front of the building, which can be seen on this architectural drawing, faces Kosanci¢ev venac, while
the long wing of the building faces Srebrenicka street. On the ground floor in the middle, a square portico
was added, with double Tuscan columns that supported the terrace. The facade was enriched with classi-
cistic motifs and floral decoration. The marble stairs led from the street to the entrance into the building
and the central space intended for the library's catalogue, reading room and official rooms. The building
was equipped with electric lights, which made it possible for it to work in the evening, too.



®oto-nnax rpasa beorpaaa

y pasmepu 1:10.000 HacTao

7. anpuna 1941. rogune;

CMKa NpyKasyje Aeo oA
KanemeraaHa Ao bpaHkose
YAKLE, @ HA NAAHY Cy 03HAYEHE
nokauuje noroheHe bombama
(®ong Myseja rpasa beorpaga).

1:10.000 scale photo map of the
city of Belgrade made on 7th
April 1941; it shows the part
from Kalemegdan to Brankova
street, as well as the locations
hit with bombs (Museum of the
City of Belgrade holdings).




3rpana Hapoane dubnuoteke
Ha KocanunheBom BeHly
(dboHa My3eja rpasa beorpana).

The building of the National
Library in Kosanci¢ev venac
(Museum of the City

of Belgrade holdings).
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NaHa 6. anpuna 1941. roaunne, oko 15 vacosa, y Tpehem Ba3aywHomM Hanaay bombapaosaH je 1 Kocanuvhes
BeHal, Kaja je 3anasbuBum bombdbama noroheHo v 3narbe HapoaHe budnuoteke. MpojekTran cy OUNM TexuHe
0[ MO jelaH K1aorpam, AuMeHsuja 25 x 5 ueHTumeTtapa be3 pena 3a ctabunvsauujy. 3a pasnuky of KnacuuHe
rpaHaTe, OBaj MPOjEKTUI HEMA EKCMI03UBHO A€ejCTBO. [1pUAMKOM yaapa ynamay akTUBMpPa Nabehe CMece YHY-
Tap npojektuna, ctBapajyhu temnepatypy oa 2.500 ctenenu Llensujyca. Komaau npojekTuna ce pacnpcka-
Bajy Ha yAa/beHOCTH O/ jeHOT A0 /IBa MeTpa, 3axBaTajyhu cBakW 3ana/bMBW maTepujan. [awere ce BpWH 1c-
K/bYUYMBO MECKOM, jep DM CBaKK KOHTAKT Ca BOAOM AONPHHEO pa3opHoj Mohu bombe 1 pazdykTaBary noxapa.

On 6th April 1941, around 3 pm, Kosanci¢ev venac was bombed in the third air attack, when the building
of the National Library was hit with fire bombs. They weighed 1 kg each, with dimensions of 25 x 5 cm, not
counting the stabilization tail. In contrast to a conventional shell, this missile does not explode. When it
hits the ground, the detonator activates the ignition of the mixture inside the bomb, raising the tempera-
ture to 2.500 degrees Centigrade. Pieces of the missile are thrown one or two metres around, causing each
flammable material to burn. The fire can be extinguished only with sand, since water contributes to the
bomb’s destructive power and the blazing up of the flame.
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HapoaHa bubnuoteka Ha KocaHunheBom BeHLy,
dotorpacuja Ceeto3apa panjaHa HacTana

11. okTobpa 1933. roauHe

(®oHp Myseja rpana beorpana).

The National Library in Kosanci¢ev venac,
photograph by Svetozar Grdijan taken

on 11th October 1933

(Museum of the City of Belgrade holdings).
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HapoaHa bubnuoteka nocne noxkapa 6. anpuna 1941. roguxe,
Y/b€ Ha MnatHy civkapa AHToHa XyTepa 13 1941. rogune
(JlukosHa 30upka HapoaHe bubnuoteke Cpduje).

The National Library after the fire on 6th April 1941,
oil painting by Anton Huter from 1941
(Collection of Paintings of the National Library of Serbia).
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WUcTopujcku apxus beorpaga — ®oHa 6poj 6.

Historical Archives of Belgrade — Holdings num. 6.
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